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You know how your crazy uncle is always e-mailing jokes about
Japanese businessmen playing golf and mentally retarded blondes
jumping off cliffs? Thanks to Milwaukee couple Jeff and Kelly
Fitzsimmons, your uncle can now record his awful jokes and post
them on the Internet. The Fitzsimmonses recently launched Comic
Wonder, a labor of love they hope becomes the YouTube of joke-tell-
ing. The format is simple—you call the site’s phone number, record
a joke, and let the yuks pour in from all corners of cyberspace. A
self-described “competitive arena for joke-tellers,” Comic Wonder
invites visitors to separate the George Carlins from the Carrot Tops
by voting on the best jokes. The Fitzsimmonses recently spoke with

Try Chill at the

The A.V. Club about the serious art of joke-telling.

The A.V. Club: How did this idea come about?
Jeff Fitzsimmons: The genesis of the idea

mocracy. People vote.
AVC: What about really racist or sexist jokes?
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to accelerate the evolution of good joke-
telling. Now you can listen to what has
been deemed by the community a good
joke, and you can elaborate on it and tell
it better. If you're going to go on American
Idol, you have to go in front of a lot of
people and sing really well, or go in front
of a lot of people sing really poorly. With
this, anybody can spend a little bit of time
and learn to tell a joke.

AVC: What kind of standards do you have?
JF: Oh, we don’t have standards.

Kelly Fitzsimmons: [Laughs.] This is a de-

JF: What's exciting to me are the genres
don’t know about. Our friend Mark—he
did a Twisted Sister video a long time ago
and just did a second project with them—
he came back and was like, “I have the big-
gest list of lead-singer jokes.” It's kind of like
blonde jokes but it’s about the lead singer.
That’s what’s cool about this: We're going
to find, good or bad, these nooks and cran-
nies of joke-telling. —Steven Hyden

Share your best Japanese businessman joke
at comicwonder.com.
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